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Welcome to the Book of James Bible Study!

There s a reason the book of James has been transforming lives for over two thousand years. It s
practical, it is powerful, and i refuses to let us stay comfortable ight where we are, James does not
simply invite us to believe the right things, but calls us to live them out with everything we have. We
believe God is going to use this study to do something significant n all of s,

(ver the next seven weeks, we are going on a journey together through one of the most action-packed
books in all of Scriptur. James writes with the urgency of a pastor who loves his people too much to
leave them unchanged. Every chapter is filled with lfe-transforming truth that speaks directly into our
everyday moments - the way we handle trials, the words we speak, the faith we claim, and the way we
treat the people around us.

This study guide is designed to help you dig deeper on your own throughout the week.

We want this to be more than a Sunday experience. We want the words of James to follow you nto
your Monday morning, your Wednesday afternoon, and your Friday night. Use your guide, st with the
passages, ask the hard questions, and let the Holy Spirit do what only He can do in your quiet moments
with Him.

Then on Sundays, bring this with you! We will walk through this book together week-by-week. Your notes
and your personal discoveries will make our time together even richer.

At Building Church, our vison is for every person to live a Jesus-frst life, grow spiritually, and lve
missionally. The book of James is a masterclass in exactly that, Faith that works. Wlsdom that guides. A
lfe that looks like Jesus in the most tangible and beautiful ways.

We are so grateful to be on this journey with you.

Planted and growing together,
o Tislors Jpencer and o Brach
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introduction

[HE BOOK

Author:

James is named as the author in 11

1. A number of New Testament personalities were
also named James, but only three are candidates
for the authorship of this book:

James the son of Zehedee died in AD 44, too
early to have been the author.

No tradition names James the son of Alphaeus
(Mk 3:18) s the author.

This leaves James the brother of Jesus, also
called James the Just (Mk 6: 3: Acts 1:14:
12:17: 15:13: 2118 100 15:7:

Gal 2:9.12), as the most likely candidate

2. This James is identified as the brother of Jesus

in Matthew 13:50; Mark 0:3; and Galatians 1:19.

Though James was not a follower of Christ
during Jesus” earthly ministry, a
post-resurrection appearance convinced
James ha Josus s indeed the Christ
(Acts 1:14: 1Cor 10:7).

James later led the Jerusalem church exercising
great influence (Acts L:14: 12:17, 16:10:
2118 100r 15:7, Gal 2:9,12).

Date: Approximately 48-52 4

Audience:

The letter of James was written to Jewish Christians
outside of Palestine. Most Lkely scattered believers
after Stephen’s death

(Acts 7:04-60).

This is based on:

1. Its mention of the “twelve tribes in the
Dispersion” (L:1).

2. lts distinetly Jewish content.

. lts focus on persecution and poverty.

Message:

The message of James i that those who have
been truly saved through the gospel must manifest
that salvation in practical ways in their lives. A
transformed life of love for others should be the
result of experiencing God's love.




OF JAME

James’s readers were suffering persecution and living in poverty. They were in Social and spiritual

purpose

conflict, Many believers were lving in a worldly manner, James corrects them and challenges them to
seek God's wisdom to work out these problems,

The grand theme of the hook of James is wisdom, Much like Provers i the 01d Testament, James should
be sten as an example of Jewish wisdom literature, Wisdom in Jewish tradition and Seripture does not
refer to ntelligence in a strictly intellectual way but rather to upright living. A wise person exhibits a
godly kind of skill in the practical matters of everyday lfe. To ive wisely is to act with humble integriy.

The leter of James enables God's people to flowish as they journey through ife i this fallen world. It i
for those who, though sinners, have been redeemed by Jesus Christ. Indeed, Jesus himself i the true and
ulfimate embodiment of wisdom: He is the one “who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).

"



God is seen as a gracious giver, the unchanging Creator, merciful and
compassionate, a Judge, the one and only God, a jealous God, a gracious rod, and a

healing God (1:, 17-18: 2:0, 13, 1%: 4:5-6: 5:1-3, 9, 10).

Wisdom comes * from above” and enables one both to withstand trials and bring
peace rather than discord (1:0; 13, 17),

(od allows tests and trials (1:2-4:), but temptation comes not from God but from
self and Satan. The required response is patient endurance

(13, 13-14; 4:7; 5:7-8).

The primary trial s poverty and oppression from the rich, The poor are the special
focus of God's care and must be cared for by his people and not shown prejudice or
ignored. The wealthy are condemned for presumptuous pride and for stealing from

the poor (19, 27: 2:1-0, 10-16: 4:13-17: 5:1-6).

Apocalyptic themes are prevalent in terms of both future judgment and reward

(112 2:5,12-13; 31 4:12; 5:1-7, 9, 20).




@ The power of the tongue to destroy or to hring peace dominates the middle section
(31-4:12),

The ethical mandate to go beyond hearing the word to living it out in daily conductis
made explicit early on and is implict throughout the letter (1:19-27; 2:14-26).

Prayeris the proper response to trials, but must not be self-seeking. It is to be central

in lfe not only when afficted or sick, but also when cheerful, God has great power to
heal, both physically and spiitually (1:5-7: 4:2-3: 5:13-18).

Faith, inits relationship to both works and justification, does not contradict but
supplements Paul's teaching, James and Paul are united in teaching that justification
comes only by the grace of God through faith but will of necessity result in works. If
there are no resultant works, there was no justification n the first place (2:14-26).




OF JESUS” SERMON ON THE MOUNT IN JAMES

Joy Amid Trias James :2 / atthew 5:10-12

Exhortation to Be Perfect James 1:4 / Matthew 5:48
Asking God for Good Things James 15 / Matthew 7:7-11
God the Giver of Good James 1:17 / Matthew 7:11
Againgt Anger James 1:20 / Matthew 5:22

Hearers and Doers of the Word James 1:22 / Matthew 7:24-27
Poor Therit the Kingdom James 2:0 / Matthew 9:3,0
Keeping the Whole Law James 2:10 / Matthew 5:19
Merciful Receive Mercy James 2:13 / Matthew 5:7
Know Them by Their Fruits James 3:12 / Matthew 7:16
Blessings of Peacemakers James 18 / Matthew 0:9
Ask and You Wil Receive James 4:2-3 / Matthew 7:7-8
Serving (God Vs, Friendship with the World James 4:4 / Matthew 6:24
Consolation for Mourners James 4:9-10 / Matthew 5:4

Against Judging Others James 4:11-12 / Matthew 7:1-0

Living for Today James 4:13-14: / Matthew 6:34

Mot and Rust Spoiling Earthly Treasures James 5:2-0 / Matthew 6:19
Prophets as Examples aand Patterns James :10 / Matthew 5:12

Against (aths James 9:12 / Matthew 9:33-37




LT VER

Key Principle of Serving Others Instead of Self

James 2:15-10
James 2:26
James 3:16

Not Showing Favoritism

James 2

Acknowledgement That We Are Not the Source
of Qur Own Success

Rey Principle of Depending on God
James 117

Listening and Avoiding Harsh Speech

James 4:13-14

Just Labor and Wage Practices
James 5:d

Confessing to Others and Forgiving Others
James 13

James 119
James 1:26

Patience

James 98

Truthfulness

James :12

Prayer for Specific Needs
James 13
James 1:
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How to get the most out of your study guide

Schedule Your Reading

Set aside time and pick a place to read God's word, Create a distraction-free environment to dive deeper into the scipture.

Pray Before You Read

Take a moment to ask God to reveal His truths as you read. Pray for larity.

Have A Game Plan

There are several verses to read each day.

Supplement Your Reading With A Bible Commentary

Bible commentaries allow us to gain a Bible scholar’s perspective,

Read With A Friend

Read with someone that will hold you accountable to your daily reading,

Write Down What Is being Revealed [o You

“If you don't write i, you won't remember it.”

Share What You Are Learning

Don't just read it. Share what God is revaling to you through His word!




SOAP Explained

S.0.AL. Is an acronym to help you study God's word. It is one thing to read God's word, i’s another

to study it and interact withit, These 4 steps will help you take passages of the Bible and meitate

on them daily and learn something from each of them. ver the next 7 weeks, we will all participate
in the §.0.A.7. method through the hook of James. After each letter of the acronym, write down some
thoughts, notes, prayers, etc. Take your time and allow God to speak to you, show you, and help you.

Scripture

(pen your Bible to your reading for the day. Take time reading and allow God to speak
t0 you, When you are done, look for a verse or a few verses that stood out to you that
day, and write it in your booklet.

Observation

What do you feel God i saying i the verses you read?
[dentify who i the audience. Pinpoint any words that stand out to you.

Application

Personalize what you have ead by asking yourself how it applies to your life right
now, Perhaps it is instruction, encouragement,or corrections for a particular area
of your life. Write how this seripture can apply to you today.

Prayer

This can e as simple as‘alsking (od to help you use this scripture, or even a prayer
for a greater insight on what He may be revealing to you. Remember prayeris a
convesation, $o be sure to listen to what God s revealing to you. 1l




WEEK ]



Sunday Notes

Message Titl:

peaker

Date:

Today's Seripture:




Day |

Seripture: Date:

James [1-1?

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Seripture:

Day 2
1 Peter 4:17-19 Date:a_y—

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Day o

[

o Sipture Date:
Proverbs 248 "

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Seripture:

Romans 519 e

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Day 9

[

J Seripture: Date:
hwias "

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Day 0

Scripture Date:
L Corinthians [0:[2-13
(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




[

Day 7

Seripture: Date:
(talatians 3:17-24
(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




If you need wisdom, ask
our generous (od, and he
will give it to you He will |

not rebuke you for asking

James I oy






Sunday Notes

Message Titl:

peaker

Date:

Today's Seipture:




Day &

[

Seripture: Date:

J
James L16-1§

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Day 9

Seripture: Dt
Matthew 7:9-17
(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




J g Serpture: Date:

| Romans J14-18

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Seripture:

Ephesians [:3-0

Day Il

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Seripture:

James 1921

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Scripture:

Day 15
Colossians 2:0-10 Dat

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




J g Seripture: Date:

Matthew 7:24-2

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Whatever is good and perfect
is a gift coming down to us
from God our Father, who
created all the lights in the
heavens. fle never changes or

casts a shifting shadow,

" N

James LI75r N







Sunday Notes

Message Titl:

peaker

Date:

Today's Seripture:

33



34

Day [ .

Seripture:
James 12227
(b your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you most,
&mmm
(bservation
AWMmm
HWH




Seripture:

Day 16
Hebrews [[:-6 Date:

(rab your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you mot.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer

30



30

Day 17 .

Seripture:
(talatians ):13-1;
(b your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you most,
Scripture
(bservation
Application
Prayer




Seripture:

Day 15
[saiah [:16-17 Date:

(rab your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you mot.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer

37



38

ay 9 .

Seripture:

James 2:1-13

(b your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you most,

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Seripture: Date: g
Colossians 3:23—%

(rab your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you mot.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer

39



A(

' Seripture:
Ephesians 6:5-9
(b your Bible and read today's seipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you mos.
Scripture
(bservation
Application
Prayer




But don't ust listen to God's
word. You must do what
it says, Otherwise, you are

only fooling yourselves

James 1:22 w1



WEEK 4



Sunday Notes

Message Titl:

peaker

Date:

Today's Seipture:




J g Seripture: Date:

James :14-20

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Scripture:

Day 2o
Proverbs 3:27-2 e

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Juy 24

Scripture:

Ephesians 2:8-10

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Scripture:

Day 25
Matthew 5:13-10 Date:

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Juy 2

Seripture:

James 3:-17

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




s 3L Seripture: lDa)te a_yﬂ

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




g Seri ture Date:

Ephesians 4:29-52

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




What good is it, dear brothers

and sisters, if you say you
have faith but don't show it by
your actions? Can that kind of

faith save anyone?

James 2:14 nr



WEEK &



Sunday Notes

Message Titl:

peaker

Date:

Today's Seripture:




Dy 29

Seripture: Date:
James 3:05-18

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Seripture:

Date: g
Hebrews [2:7-11

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Day 3]

Seripture: Date:
Psalm 37:7-11

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Seripture:

Date: g
Lephaniah 2:3

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Dy 33

Seripture: Date:
James 4:1-17

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Scripture:

Date: g
leremiah 9:23-2

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Day 59

Seripture: Date:
(alatians 0:3-8
(rah your Bible and read today's cripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most,
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




80 humble yourselves before
God Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you

James 4:/ N1

(






Sunday Notes

Message Titl:

peaker

Date:

Today's Seripture:




Day o0

Seripture: Date:
James 4:13-17

Grah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses that stand out fo you most,

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Day o7

Seripture: Date:
Proverbs 3:-8
(rab your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you mot.
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




Day o8

Seripture: Date:
Romans 22
Grah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses that stand out fo you most,
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




Day 29

Scri%ture: Date:
Proverbs 19:20-2:

(rab your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you mot.
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




Day 40

Seripture: Date:
James 5:1-6

Grah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses that stand out fo you most,

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Day 41

Seripture: Date:
Luke [2:43-21
(rab your Bible and read today's scipture, Write down the verses that stand out to you mot.
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




Day 42

Sripture: Date:
 Timothy 6:6-10
Grah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses that stand out to you most,
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




Remember, it is sin

fo kmow what you
_, ought to do and

A | then not do it
A \V o

\ /
=== [umes 4:{7 NI







Sunday Notes

Message Titl:

peaker

Date:

Today's Seripture:




Dy 43

Seripture: Date:
James 5:7-11

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Seripture:

Date: g
Hebrews [2:1-

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Dy 45

Seripture: Date:
Matthew 24:9-
(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.
Scripture
(bservation
Application

Prayer




Scri%ture:

Date: g
Revelation 3:10-1

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Dy 47

Seripture: Date:
James 5:12-18

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Scri%ture:

Date: g
Revelation 3:10-1

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Woite down the verses that stand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Duy 49

Seripture: Date:
James 5:19-20

(rah your Bible and read today's scripture. Write down the verses thatstand out to you most.

Scripture

Observation

Application

Prayer




Confess your sins to each other
and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. [he earnest
prayer of a righteous person

has great power and produces

wonderful results

James 40 M1 B 7 N

ﬁ‘
iy
V



Which verse or passage landed most
personally for you?

Why do you think God used that specific
text to get your attention?




What is one tangible step of obedience
God is calling you to take as a result
of this study?

@BuildingChurch B
BuildingChurch.tv @



Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles
of any kind come your way, consider it an
opportunity for great joy. For you know that

when your faith is tested, your endurance

has a chance to grow. S0 let it grow, for when

your endurance is fully developed, you will be

perfect and complete, needing nothing.

James I.2-4 v




